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MYEMCRANCUM FCR TEE UNITZD STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD

SUEJECT: Khrushchev's Visit to France

- Pursuant to the discussion of the sexsitive situation
’tem &% the USIB mestirng of 8 Marck, the Board of INatiozal
Estirates has studied possible implicetions of Xharushchev! s
forthccming visit to Frecce and forwards the attached fer
Your inforzation and as a basis for discussicn et the USIB

meeting of 15 March. //

\_é’/_,/_/ﬁ/-fh N /{/ D4
SECRMAN KENT

Assistant  Director
Natiopal Estimates
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CENTRAL INTZLLIGERMN CE AGENCY

11 March 1569

MEMORANDUM FOR THEE DIRSCTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLICGENCE

SURJECT: ﬁKhrusbctev's Visit to Frepce

1. Although Precier Xhrushchev's visit to Frsace Segianing
15 March calls for nurercus conferences with President de Qaulle
extending over a %two wéek rericd, we consider it unlikely thot
there will be eny startlirz results, Nevertheless, the rere fact
Of the Khrushchev visit will be regarded by de Geulle as 1ncgésé-
iog Freoch stature in the Westera Alliance; he zay hope to cepita-
lize on the visit {n future dealings with his ellies. | The Soviet
Unlon's circumspect attitude towards de Geulle in receat conths
suggests that Khrushchev regords the visit es a procisinog oppor-
tunity to widen the differences between Framce end its allies. |
De Gaulle, however, is protably well cware that the Soviets have
little to offer hinm in return for upsetting or weekening allied
unity. |Hezce, the talks are likely to be limited to esch leader's
Aot assessiog the ettitude of the other on e variety
of sudjects, lzacluding 1ikely positions at sudsequent bizh level

ceetings. .
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2. ' Khrushchev cay cttespt to persuade de Goulle toat a

core forthcooing ettitude towards Eest Gerrmeay would perceneatly
divide the Gercan gpeople cad hence resolve a traditioral Frezoch
security problemn. However, de Ceulle is apperently dedicated to

the coccept of Freocha security through the solidarity of Western
Euroce, 1ac1;§ing the cninterance of the Frenco-Cercaz rapprochecent,
De Gaulle has been Adencuer's stoutest defender in support of a hard
policy vis-a-vis the Soviets on the Derlin issue. Ee is elrost
certeinly aware that ecy cove towards en eccocredetion with Eest

Gerceny would seriously jeoperdize his cordial reletionskip with

Adensuer, socethicg he would be most reluctant to do.

. 3. Khrushchev my try to get de Geulle to agree to a licita-

tiocn on West Germaa reer—ecent, perticularly the irdependent

acquisition of nuclear wespoas. While de Geulle oight be sycra-

thetic to such e lioitetion, he is unlikely to cormit hirself on
any egreecent releted to West Gerzmeaoy alome. He would believe
that such action would seriously stroin the Franco-Germaa rele-
tiocmship. It cenzot be excluded however, that de Gaulle would

privetely tell Kkhrushckev that he wculd oppose a 1lifting of the

WEU restrictions on Gercea nucleer weapons developceat.
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L. Kbrushchev will sl=ost certeinly roise the general sub-
Ject of disarcecent. De Gaulle, wko hes state& ke is not seeking
nuclear ercmecent but rather aucleer equelity, cight be willing
to subscribe to a genercl staterent gilving top internctional
priority to control end eventual elicipation of nuclear weepors,
although we’;;lieva be will attecpt to avoid coking specific
cocnitzents on diéer:ameat wbile the Geneve telks are in process.
Although it 1s conceivable thet Xhrushchev night offer soce form
of technical eid to Fracce in its cuclser developcent progren
we think this is bighly unlikely. As far as Khrushchev is concerced,
thisbwqu;d ;aise extrecely d1fficult problems with the Cocrunist
Cbhinese. As éar es de Goulle is concerzed, 1t would be ceoprately
ucacceptable to his allies, ecd ke, hirsgif, would aloost cer-

tainly be unwilling to have the Soviets rarticipate 1a Frooce's

progran.

* 5. For his part, de Gaulle cey attempt to secure froo
Khrushchev some recoguition of France's szecial position {n Africa,
especiélly in Algeria -- either in a joint public statecent or
rerkaps by scre act, suck as a visit to the Saharc oil fields.

We do not belleve, however, thot to obtain this, he would be

w1lling to cake concessicas which wculd seriously eatagonize his

Western allies.




6. Io generzl, de Coulle can be expected to avoid caking
cormitrernts unacceptable to his allies. Although he wishes to
revise the organization of the Atlactic Alliance, he knows full
well that it is the best protectiorn France has at the mément.

As yet his country does not have a nuclear capability that could
enable it td:;isk doing without the alliance. FEe is still far
from ending the Algerian War, and until this is dome, he cannot

seriously entertain -~ even if he desired to -- a revision of

Fronce's basic security policies.

T. GCererzl de Caulle's well kxnown confiderce thot he is

2doirably fitted to negotiate with the Soviets, his telief that

the USSR hos more in cocmon with the West than with Communist Chiza,

acd his insistence that the cost desirable course of long range

policy is to exploit cocmon East-West interests as e ceans of

disrupting the Sino-Soviet Alliance cennot be ignored. However,
the Gaullist perspective is long, and the Ceneral has shown hin-
self capeble of patience.' He has always guarded against the

undertaking of premature initiatives, ro catter how convinced he

vay have been of the ulticate correctress of his assesscernt of a

situation.




..........

Eicipcd)

SE T

8. Knhrushchev and de Coulle will each te striving to lopress
the other with the streogth of hils country and the vigor of his
policies. In so doing both parties will probabiy initially be on
their best behavior, but it is possible that the confroﬁtation of
two such different personalities will result in serious claskhes

either oven or coccealed.

FOR THE DCARD OF NATICNAL ESTIMATES
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SEERMAN KENT
Chaircarn




